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March 29, 2026 

Palm Sunday 

Mt. Olivet Lutheran Church 

 
Welcome & Announcements 

 

Greeting 
 

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.  

  

Hosanna in the highest! 
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Opening Song Set: 

 

Borning Cry 
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Here I Am Lord 
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Crown Him with Many Crowns  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer of the Day 
Everlasting God, in your endless love for the human race you sent our Lord 

Jesus Christ to take on our nature and to suffer death on the cross. In your 

mercy enable us to share in his obedience to your will and in the glorious 

victory of his resurrection, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. Amen. 
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Palm Sunday Gospel 
 

1  When they had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, at 

the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, 2 saying to them, “Go into the 

village ahead of you, and immediately you will find a donkey tied and a 

colt with her; untie them and bring them to me. 3 If anyone says anything 

to you, just say this, ‘The Lord needs them.’ And he will send them 

immediately.” 4 This took place to fulfill what had been spoken through the 

prophet: 

 5 “Tell the daughter of Zion, 

 Look, your king is coming to you, 

  humble and mounted on a donkey, 

   and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.” 
6 The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; 7 they brought 

the donkey and the colt and put their cloaks on them, and he sat on 

them. 8 A very large crowd spread their cloaks on the road, and others cut 

branches from the trees and spread them on the road. 9 The crowds that 

went ahead of him and that followed were shouting, 

 “Hosanna to the Son of David! 

  Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! 

 Hosanna in the highest heaven!” 
10 When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, asking, “Who 

is this?” 11 The crowds were saying, “This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth 

in Galilee.” 

 

The Gospel of the Lord 

Praise to you O Christ.  

 

Blessing of the Palms 
 Let us pray.  

 We praise you, O God, for redeeming the world through our Savior 

Jesus Christ. Today he entered the holy city in triumph and was 

proclaimed messiah and king by those who spread garments and 

branches along his way. Bless these branches and those who carry them. 

Grant us grace to follow our Lord in the way of the cross, so that, joined to 
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his death and resurrection, we enter into life with you; through the same 

Jesus Christ who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. Amen.  

 

Palm Processional (verses 1 and 5) 
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The Passion of Our Lord According to Matthew:  

Reader’s Theatre 

 

Hymn of the Day: Love Lifted Me 
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Prayer 
 

O God of mercy and might, in the mystery of the passion of your Son you 

offer your infinite life to the world. Gather us around the cross of Christ, 

and preserve us until the resurrection, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

Amen. 

 

 

Confession and Forgiveness 
Let us confess our sin before God, who removes our guilt and blots out all 

offenses. 

 

Gracious God, have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 

 

For seeking worldly delights that deceive us and dishonor you: Gracious 

God, 

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 

 

For desiring self-reliance instead of hungering for your word: Gracious 

God, 

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 

 

For failing to recognize your coming reign, and for hindering the work of 

the Spirit: Gracious God, 

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 

 

For drawing from the well of self-serving ambition, and for disdaining the 

living water Christ offers: Gracious God, 

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 

 

For disregarding voices from the margin, and for distrusting signs of your 

healing and hope in the world: Gracious God, 

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 
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For dwelling in tombs of self-pity and discontent, and for disregarding 

Christ’s call to come forth to life: Gracious God, 

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 

 

God’s steadfast love, grace, and forgiveness abound. Through faith, the 

free gift of God, you have been clothed in the righteousness of Christ. In 

the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. The Spirit of the One 

who raised Christ from the dead dwells in you, pours God’s love into your 

hearts, and gives you life and peace. Amen. 

 

The Peace 

 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.  

 

Offering 

Offering: Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful (ELW 184) 
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Offering Prayer 
 

O God, maker of heaven and earth, your steadfast love embraces all 

creation. You send rain and sunshine to nourish the earth and bring forth 

its bounty. Through these gifts of bread and wine, draw us into the death 

and life of your Son, who calls us to bear witness to his saving work. We 

ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 

Thanksgiving at the Table 

 
 In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, 

and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take 

and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance 

of me.  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for 

all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed 

for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the 

remembrance of me. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us,  

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day 

our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 

us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Invitation to Communion 

 
Come to the table. Feast on God’s goodness and mercy. 
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Hymn During Communion: I Want Jesus to Walk with Me 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Post Communion Prayer 
 

God of our salvation, we give you thanks for this meal that restores our 

souls, reconciles us to you, and strengthens us for the journey. Through the 

body and blood of your Son, may we become Christ’s body in the world, 

bearing witness to your love for all creation, through Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord. Amen. 
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Benediction 

Receive the blessing of the holy Trinity: God, who calls all things into 

existence, Jesus Christ, who redeems us, and the Holy Spirit, whose breath 

sustains creation, bless you now and always. Amen. 

 
 

Sending Hymn: What a Friend We Have in Jesus  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dismissal  
Go in peace. Believe the good news. Thanks be to God. 
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Announcements 
• Maundy Thursday Service: April 2 at 5:30pm 

• Good Friday Service: April 3 at 5:30pm 

• Stuff the Altar! We will be stuffing the altar during Lent but with a twist, this 

time we will be collecting NEW items for Mt. Olivet Sleep Space. Please 

show your support by purchasing a new bedding item and bringing it 

during Lent to stuffing the altar.  

• Bread Breakers: The next bread breakers lunch will be April 8th at noon! 

The menu is a baked potato bar!  

• Holy Humor Sunday: Sunday, April 12 bring a joke to share in worship! 

• Attend a Stop the Scammers Event: Tuesday, April 14 from 8:30am-

11:30am at Hotel Patee - A light meal will be provided. Reservations are 

required! Join the Iowa Department of Insurance & Financial Services and 

AARP for a FREE educational Stop the Scammers event! Con artists target 

people aged 60 and older, swindling millions of Americans out of almost 

$28.3 billion each year*. Don’t become another statistic and protect 

yourself from fraud. Our team of fraud fighters has compiled real-world tips 

and tools that can help protect you and your loved ones 

Register online at iowafraudfighters.gov/stop-the-scammers-event 

• Office Hours: Pastor Kimberly is in the office on Mondays and Wednesdays. 

Thursdays she will be splitting her time between Immanuel and Mt. Olivet, 

so if you would like to see her on that day, please call ahead so she can 

be sure to be in town. You can call the church number (515) 465- 5298 

and it will ring to Pastor’s cell phone if she is not in the office.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://iowafraudfighters.gov/stop-the-scammers-event


16 

 

 

 

 

 

 


