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March 1, 2026 

First Sunday in Lent 

Mt. Olivet Lutheran Church 

 
Welcome & Announcements 

 

Opening Song Set: 

 A Mighty Fortress Is Our God    
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Morning Has Broken 
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Gather Us In 
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Prayer of the Day 

 
O God, our leader and guide, in the waters of baptism you bring us to new 

birth to live as your children. Strengthen our faith in your promises, that by 

your Spirit we may lift up your life to all the world through your Son, Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen.  

 

First Reading: Genesis 12:1-4a 
 

1 The LORD said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and 

your father’s house to the land that I will show you. 2 I will make of you a 

great nation, and I will bless you and make your name great, so that you 

will be a blessing. 3 I will bless those who bless you, and the one who curses 

you I will curse, and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.” 

  4a So Abram went, as the LORD had told him, and Lot went with him. 

 

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.  

 

 

 

 

Second Reading: Romans 4:1-5,13-17 
 
1 What then are we to say was gained by Abraham, our ancestor 

according to the flesh? 2 For if Abraham was justified by works, he has 

something to boast about, but not before God. 3 For what does the 

scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and it was reckoned to him as 

righteousness.” 4 Now to one who works, wages are not reckoned as a gift 

but as something due. 5 But to one who does not work but trusts him who 

justifies the ungodly, such faith is reckoned as righteousness. 

  13 For the promise that he would inherit the world did not come to 

Abraham or to his descendants through the law but through the 
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righteousness of faith. 14 For if it is the adherents of the law who are to be 

the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. 15 For the law brings wrath, 

but where there is no law, neither is there transgression. 

  16 For this reason the promise depends on faith, in order that it may rest 

on grace, so that it may be guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to 

the adherents of the law but also to those who share the faith of Abraham 

(who is the father of all of us, 17 as it is written, “I have made you the father 

of many nations”), in the presence of the God in whom he believed, who 

gives life to the dead and calls into existence the things that do not exist. 

 

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.  

 

Gospel Acclamation  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Holy Gospel John 3:1-17 

 The Holy Gospel according to John, the third chapter.   

 Glory to you, O Lord. 
1 Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. 2 He 

came to Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a 

teacher who has come from God, for no one can do these signs that you 

do unless God is with that person.” 3 Jesus answered him, “Very truly, I tell 

you, no one can see the kingdom of God without being born from 

above.” 4 Nicodemus said to him, “How can anyone be born after having 

grown old? Can one enter a second time into the mother’s womb and be 
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born?” 5 Jesus answered, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can enter the 

kingdom of God without being born of water and Spirit. 6 What is born of 

the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7 Do not be 

astonished that I said to you, ‘You must be born from above.’ 8 The wind 

blows where it chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you do not 

know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is 

born of the Spirit.” 9 Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things 

be?” 10 Jesus answered him, “Are you the teacher of Israel, and yet you 

do not understand these things? 

  11 “Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what 

we have seen, yet you do not receive our testimony. 12 If I have told you 

about earthly things and you do not believe, how can you believe if I tell 

you about heavenly things? 13 No one has ascended into heaven except 

the one who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. 14 And just as 

Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be 

lifted up, 15 that whoever believes in him may have eternal life. 

  16 “For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that 

everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life. 

  17 “Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the 

world but in order that the world might be saved through him.” 

 

The Gospel of the Lord.  

Praise to you, O Christ.  

 

 

 

 

Children’s Sermon  

 

 

 

Sermon 
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Hymn of the Day: Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty!  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by 

the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third 

day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right 

hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. I 

believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 

everlasting. Amen. 



9 

 

Prayer 
 

Lord, bless us with the gift of your Holy Spirit. Breathe upon us your breath 

of life. Here as we march behind your Son, Jesus, during the Lenten 

journey toward the cross, we flag, we falter, we fall away. Only by the 

empowerment of your Spirit can we hope to run the race we have 

begun.  

 

In praying for your breath, your Holy Spirit, we realize that we are praying 

for a gift that may disrupt and disturb our lives. We come here to be 

confirmed in what we already know, to tie things down in our lives and be 

secure.  

 

Save us from our boring desires for safe harbors and quiet security. Let 

your holy breath blow upon us, upon this congregation, and upon this 

community even when it disrupts our ordered lives. Come Holy Spirit.  

 

Amen.  

 

 

 

Confession and Forgiveness 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose 

mercy endures forever. 

Amen. 

Let us confess our sin before God, who removes our guilt and blots out all 

offenses. 

 

Gracious God, have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 

 

For seeking worldly delights that deceive us and dishonor you: Gracious 

God, 

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 
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For desiring self-reliance instead of hungering for your word: Gracious 

God, 

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 

 

For failing to recognize your coming reign, and for hindering the work of 

the Spirit: Gracious God, 

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 

 

For drawing from the well of self-serving ambition, and for disdaining the 

living water Christ offers: Gracious God, 

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 

 

For disregarding voices from the margin, and for distrusting signs of your 

healing and hope in the world: Gracious God, 

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 

 

For dwelling in tombs of self-pity and discontent, and for disregarding 

Christ’s call to come forth to life: Gracious God, 

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 

 

God’s steadfast love, grace, and forgiveness abound. Through faith, the 

free gift of God, you have been clothed in the righteousness of Christ. In 

the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. The Spirit of the One 

who raised Christ from the dead dwells in you, pours God’s love into your 

hearts, and gives you life and peace. Amen. 

 

 

 

The Peace 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.  
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Offering 

 

Offering: Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful (ELW 184) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Offering Prayer 

 
O God, maker of heaven and earth, your steadfast love embraces all 

creation. You send rain and sunshine to nourish the earth and bring forth 

its bounty. Through these gifts of bread and wine, draw us into the death 

and life of your Son, who calls us to bear witness to his saving work. We 

ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen. 
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Thanksgiving at the Table 

 
 In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, 

and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take 

and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance 

of me.  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for 

all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed 

for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the 

remembrance of me. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us,  

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day 

our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 

us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

 

Invitation to Communion 

 
Come to the table. Feast on God’s goodness and mercy. 
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Hymn During Communion: Build a Longer Table 
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Post Communion Prayer 

 
God of our salvation, we give you thanks for this meal that restores our 

souls, reconciles us to you, and strengthens us for the journey. Through the 

body and blood of your Son, may we become Christ’s body in the world, 

bearing witness to your love for all creation, through Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

 

 

Benediction 

 
Receive the blessing of the holy Trinity: God, who calls all things into 

existence, Jesus Christ, who redeems us, and the Holy Spirit, whose breath 

sustains creation, ☩ bless you now and always. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



15 

 

Sending Hymn: In the Garden  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dismissal  
Go in peace. Believe the good news. Thanks be to God. 
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Announcements 
• Midweek Holden Evening Prayer Service: March 4 at 5:30 - Check the 

bulletin board and newsletter for the other upcoming Lenten services. 

• Singers Wanted! We need singers for 2 group performances. Come one, 

come all! We will be singing on Easter (April 5) and Good Shepherd 

Sunday (May 3).  We are planning to practice after Lenten services on 

Wednesday evenings.  See you there. 

• Bread Breakers: Bread Breakers will be gathering for lunch again on 

Wednesday, March 11 at noon at Mt. Olivet. Lunch will be provided 

thanks to some wonderful volunteers. They will be serving smoke ham, 

deviled eggs, salads, reuben dip and rye crackers, cheesy potatoes, 

pistachio bread, and watergate cake. Please RSVP to the church (515-

465-5298 by Sunday, March 8. Since no one needs to bring a dish, please 

BRING A GUEST. Board games will be available for those who wish to stay 

for some social "competition" time. A free will offering will be taken to 

support the Perry community.  

• Women’s Soul Care Café: On March 28 from10am-12pm we will be 

partnering with First Christian church to host a time for women in our 

community to get away and engage in some sacred self-care! Learning, 

conversation, and some hands-on activities! It is $10 for supplies and 

snacks and can be paid for at the door. Please bring a friend! Contact 

Pastor Andrea Brownlee to RSVP 515-259-1982 

• Stuff the Altar! We will be stuffing the altar during Lent but with a twist, this 

time we will be collecting NEW items for Mt. Olivet Sleep Space. Please 

show your support by purchasing a new bedding item and bringing it 

during Lent to stuffing the altar.  

• Friends in Faith: All elementary aged children are invited for an afternoon 

for faith and fun at the church hosted by Lutheran Lakeside Camp on 

March 22nd from 2-5 pm. We will have games, camp style worship, crafts 

and snacks. Let Pastor Kim know if you are interested!  

• Office Hours: Pastor Kimberly is in the office on Mondays and Wednesdays. 

Thursdays she will be splitting her time between Immanuel and Mt. Olivet, 

so if you would like to see her on that day, please call ahead so she can 

be sure to be in town. You can call the church number (515) 465- 5298 

and it will ring to Pastor’s cell phone if she is not in the office.  


